Agenda Item 22 — To consider the formal adoption and maintenance of the Saltash
Ferry Sculpture situated on Tamar Street

The sculpture is made of Corten, the same metal as The Angel of the North, and needs
no maintenance - in fact it continues to improve with age and has proven to withstand
the high tides, etc.

Ashtorre Rock undertook to refurbish the brass plaques but that was only for aesthetic
reasons but the brass should last forever and the current coating for years. The
plaques are fixed with tamper proof bolts. They should only need re-cleaning (Brasso)
were the text to become unreadable.
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The SalliaSh You are standing close to

the beach where folk have

Ferryn gn crossed the Tamar river
for more than 900 years.

To your left, the sculpture celebrates
the crossing and tells the story.

Looking out across the water, a figure
represents the ferrymen and women who
worked over the centuries to give travellers
passage and to link waterside communities.

Heavy ribs hint at the shadowy hulks of
boats, large and small, that cross the river

no more.

Saltash grew up here because it was a
good place for a ferry crossing - the river
is narrow and the beaches are firm. The
ferries were the beating heart of the Waterside
community and the town beyond.

For centuries, small boats were rowed
single-handed. As demand grew, larger
boats with more oarsmen carried more )
people; even carriages were manhandled
aboard. The arrival of steam revolutionised
the crossing, first by towing rafts alongside
tugs and, from 1832, powering wooden and
then steel chain ferries, These continued
until the increase in motor traffic led to the
opening of the Tamar Bridge in 1961,

Brass panels etched by ten Saltash artists
imagine the ferries and events of the past.

Other panels preserve memories of the last
generation who recall growing up alongside
the ferry.

Beneath the seat are stones from the Passage
House Inn and links of ferry chain reclaimed
from the river.

For more memories, s
history, pictures, &
music and

learning resources, i

Boto>>> > saltashferrylink. weebly. com

End of Report.



